
Name __________________________________________________ 
 

 
Homework Due ______________________________________________ 

 
Hammurabi’s Law Code DBQ 

 
Learning Target: I can use evidence from primary source documents, and make a list of main ideas that could 

answer the question: What can we learn about Babylonia from Hammurabi’s Code? 
 

** Questions in BOLD require analysis to earn a 4 ** 
 

Document A 

 
 
 
1. According to this document, where did Hammurabi get his power as king? ____________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. According to this document was Babylonia a monotheistic society (belief in one god) or a polytheistic society  
 

(belief in many gods)? _________________________________  
 
3. Highlight your evidence for your answer to #2 in the text above. 
 
4. What seems to be the goal of Hammurabi’s Code? ___________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 



Document B 

 
 
 
5. According to this document, do you think most people made a living in the cities or the country? Why?  
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Document C 

 

Notes:  
 
Dowry -  money or property that 
a wife’s family gives her husband 
when they marry. 
 
One gold mina – equivalent of 4 
months of wages  
 
The three classes in Babylonia 
were the amelu, the muskinu and 
the ardu.  
 
The amelu were in the highest 
class and “another man” refers 
to this class. The muskinu were 
free people who were probably 
poor or landless. The slaves were 
the lowest class and were 
considered property. However, 
they could also own their own 
property, even their own slaves, 
and could buy their freedom. 
 
 
 



 
6. Read Law 138: What does this law suggest about the position of women in Babylonian society? 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7. Read Laws 196-203: Explain what is happening with the different punishments in Babylonia  
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
8. According to this document was everyone equal in Babylonia? Explain: 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
9. Highlight a sentence in Document C that you could use as evidence for your answer to #8 
 
  
MAIN IDEAS: What can we learn about Babylonia from Hammurabi’s Code? 
 
Document Provides evidence that life in Babylonia was/included: 

 
A 

 
 
 

 
B 

 
 
 

 
C 

 
 
 

 
Grade breakdown: Your score has been circled and multiplied by 5 

0 1 2 3 4 
Incomplete. 
Please finish and 
submit as soon as 
possible 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student has not successfully 
extracted evidence from 
documents or identified the 
main idea of those 
documents. Errors in logic 
and conclusions are present. 
Student  can redo for 
additional practice and 
points.  

Student shows the 
ability to extract 
evidence from 
documents by 
answering the 
questions, but has not 
successfully 
determined the main 
idea for each 
document. Can redo 
for additional practice 
and points. 

You mostly have it! 
Answers to questions 
show that student has 
the ability to extract 
evidence from 
documents and 
determine main ideas.  

 

 
 

 


